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July 2025 

To:  Carolyn Mayers, Councilor Ward 8 

CC:  Charles Maughan, Mayor; Jan Napack, Councilor Ward 1; Briae Lewis, Councilor Ward 2; Jim Moorefield, 
Councilor Ward 3; Ava Olson, Councilor Ward 4; Charlyn Ellis, Councilor Ward 5; Alison Bowden, Councilor Ward 6; 
Paul Shaffer, Councilor Ward 7; Tony Cadena, Councilor Ward 9; Mark Shepard, City Manager; Jessica Breding, 
Oregon Dept of Forestry; Paul Billotta, Director of Community Development; Jonathon Jones, Fire Marshal 

From: Meadowridge at Timberhill HOA, Uplands at Timberhill HOA, The Park at Timberhill HOA, The Meadows at 
Timberhill HOA, Greenbriar HOA, Timberhill Townhouse Association, Timberhill 1, Tamarack Village HOA, Sunrise 
Commons Townhomes HOA, Orchard Downs HOA, Timberhill Fourth Addition HOA, Queensview HOA 

Re:  Wildfire Risk Reduction for the Timberhill Residential Area of Corvallis 

Dear Councilor Mayers: 

The Timberhill residential area comprises the northern boundary of the City, between Walnut 
Boulevard, McDonald Research Forest and Chip Ross Park.  Timberhill is adjacent to the area burned in 
the 2014 Chip Ross Fire, with one Timberhill residence catching fire.  Today heightened awareness of the 
increasing frequency and severity of fire, particularly in areas like Timberhill that border wildlands, has 
residents extremely concerned and asking for action by the City to protect their homes and families.  

Timberhill residents have and are making efforts on their own to raise fire safety awareness and the 
need for fire risk mitigation in the neighborhood.  Residents have done door to door canvassing to 
publicize and urge participation in the City fire evacuation drill.  We have talked with the Oregon 
Department of Forestry and other Corvallis neighborhoods about the Firewise program.  And our HOAs 
have informed residents about the Oregon Department of Forestry home risk assessment program and 
provided links to information from the City, State and OSU Extension about defensible space around 
homes.  

The now 23-year-old North Corvallis Area Plan does not address fire.  Because of the extensive green 
areas are now choked with dry fuels and because there are only three means of egress to Walnut 
Boulevard, this neighborhood is at high risk for fire and loss of structures and life. We need an 
immediate reduction of fuels and a long term plan for managing fire risk.  

The Uplands at Timberhill HOA has been working for over 4 years to get the City involved in reducing the 
fuel load in the City-owned Conservation Open Space that forms the western border of the Uplands at 
Timberhill HOA.  There is a not-for-profit organization willing to do the much-needed work for free.  We 
only await a “prescription” for that work from the City, something that has been promised but not 
produced for many months. 

Similarly, the Meadowridge at Timberhill HOA has made a proposal for fuel reduction in the HOA-owned 
tracts that abut the City Open Space tract bordering this HOA.  Although this proposal was submitted on 
March 3, 2025, no substantive response has been received to date. 
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The 2025 Fire Season has begun, and these two projects should be underway.  Only City 
unresponsiveness prevents these potentially life-saving projects from getting done.  Since no City funds 
are required for either project and the projects are designed to protect the green spaces and our homes, 
we do not understand the City’s unwillingness to act. 

We write to request urgent action by the City to protect our homes and families.  In addition to receiving 
responses to these specific requests above, the HOAs in the Timberhill neighborhood request that the 
City create a comprehensive Timberhill Neighborhood Fire Plan to address:  Residential Defense, Fuel 
Mitigation in Natural Areas; Fire Fighting and Suppression; Emergency Evacuation.    

The undersigned leaders of the HOAs in the Timberhill area, representing over 1500 residents, formally 
request that the City approve and provide the necessary “prescription” so that the two risk reduction 
projects above can begin.  Following that, we request that the City establish a long-term plan to address 
the increased risk in Timberhill and like areas within the City. The Oregon Department of Forestry, 
during efforts to establish a Firewise Community here, rated much of the Timberhill area as HIGH RISK 
for a catastrophically dangerous wildfire due to the fuels overload combined with topography, and an 
increasingly hot, dry climate and dense development. A high risk of urban conflagration in Timberhill 
and other neighborhoods threatens the entire City, and we are not prepared. The frustration of putting 
the pieces in place to make ourselves safer only to face interminable delays by the City cannot be 
overstated. We need the City to act. 

 

Sincerely,  

Timberhill Homeowners Associations 

(See Attached Signatures) 
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Re:  Wildfire Risk Reduction for the Timberhill Residential Area of Corvallis 

 

________________________ _________  ________________________ _________ 

Meadowridge at Timberhill HOA   Date   Uplands at Timberhill HOA              Date 

By   __________________________   By _________________________   

 

__________________________    ________  _________________________ _________ 

The Park at Timberhill HOA       Date   The Meadows at Timberhill HOA    Date 

By   __________________________   By _________________________   

_______________________ _________   ________________________ _________ 

Greenbriar HOA          Date  Timberhill Townhouse Assoc.     Date 

By   __________________________   By _________________________   

 

________________________ _________  ________________________ _________ 

Timberhill 1 HOA       Date   Tamarack Village HOA      Date 

By   __________________________   By _________________________   

 

________________________ _________  ________________________ _________ 

Sunrise Commons Townhomes HOA  Date  Orchard Downs HOA       Date 

By   __________________________   By _________________________   

 

________________________ _________  ________________________ _________ 

Timberhill Fourth Addition HOA      Date   Queensview HOA       Date 

By   __________________________   By _________________________   

 










